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“F i r s t  we eat ,  then we do everyth ing e l se.” 

-  M.F.K .  F i sher
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A Dining Table 
for  Generat ions
I n  1969,  Rober t  Er ic kson began making wooden s tools  by hand.  His 
son ,  Tor,  jo ined Er ic kson Woodwork ing four  decades later.  Today al l  of 
the fur n i ture created by th i s  mul t i -generat ional  par tnersh ip i s  s t i l l  bu i l t 
by hand,  one piece at  a t ime.  

In  th i s  catalog we explore one of  our  spec ia l t ies :  the din ing set ,  a 
gather ing place for  good food and good company. 

Welcome to the table.
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C O L U M N A R  T A B L E
Cal i forn ia walnut ,  co lumnar basal t ,  bronze
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1 .  T h e  T a b l e

The din ing table s i t s  at  the hear t  of  your  house,  a place to gather wi th  f r iends and 
fami ly to share a spec ia l  meal ,  te l l  s tor ies,  and l ive l i fe surrounded by those you 
love.  Al l  of  our  tables  are des igned to perfect ly  f i t  your  home and needs.   Eac h i s 
made wi th  care and at tent ion in  our  woodshop in  the footh i l l s  of  the S ierra Nevada.
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C O L U M N A R  D I N I N G  T A B L E

Single s lab of  Cal i forn ia walnut  wi th  bronze in lay.  South Yuba s ide and 
arm c hairs  in  Cal i forn ia walnut  bur l .
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Whether i t ’s  made wi th  the but terf ly pat tern of  a book-matc h ,  a s ingle l ive-
edge s lab,  or  a ser ies  of  boards se lected for  co lor  and grain ,  the tabletop i s 
the place to s tar t  when th ink ing about  the look and feel  of  your  d in ing set .

THE TABLETOP

A book-matc hed,  l ive-edge s lab table i s  perfect  for  those who want 
some symmetry but  a l so the wi ldness  of  a t ree’s  natural  beauty.

A table made from a s ingle s lab of  wood inv i tes  the 
beauty of  nature in to your home.
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Rosewood but terf ly wedges in  the top of  the Wapit i  Table

Every table needs detai l s ,  accents  that  h igh l ight  the whole,  suc h as  a 
carefu l ly  p laced but terf ly wedge to s tabi l ize a crack or  an arr i s  that 
draws at tent ion to the cur ves of  the base.  

Detai l s  are of ten express ions  of  the des i res  and c hoices  of  our  c l ients . 
Wedges can be made from a wood or a t ree that  has spec ia l  meaning. 
Leaving a crack unf i l led can be a demonstrat ion of  love for  the natural 
wor ld .  An in lay from an ant ler  found on a mountains ide can remind you 
of  a favor i te h ik ing spot .

Detai l s  are what make a din ing table un iquely yours .

DETAILS
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2 .  T h e  C h a i r

The c hair  has been our  spec ia l ty for  decades.  In  woodwork ing i t  can be the most 
c hal lenging piece to master,  as  i t  demands not  jus t  tak ing in to account  aesthet ic 
and engineer ing cons iderat ions,  but  a l so the complexi t ies  of  the human body.

Al l  of  our  d in ing c hairs  are des igned to be l ight ,  s t rong,  and comfor table enough 
to s i t  in  for  hours .
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The comfor t  of  the c hair  has been central  to Er ic kson Woodwork ing 
s ince our  founding in  1969.  We’ve narrowed down the perfect  f i t  to  ten 
different  e lements  that  range from the angle of  the seat  to the depth of 
the scoop that  cradles  your  s i t  bones. 

Al l  of  these e lements  have to work in  concer t  to make a c hair 
comfor table.  We’ve spent  thousands of  hours  compos ing th i s  par t i cu lar 
symphony.

For  u l t imate comfor t ,  c hoose one of  our  South Yuba c hairs  wi th  the i r 
f lex ib le f loat ing back s lats .

CHAIRS THAT FIT

Eac h of  our  South Yuba c hairs  i s  f i t ted wi th  a set  of  s ix  f lex ib le back 
s lats  made from your c hoice of  red e lm or  hard maple.
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WRAPAROUND ARMS
Mirror  the shape of  your  hands,  making a wonderfu l  p lace to res t  your 

palms.

SCULPTED SEAT
To prov ide maximum suppor t  and dis t r ibute weight  evenly. 

FLEXIBLE FLOATING BACK
Made from laminated s t r ips  of  red e lm or  sugar maple,  these s lats 

prov ide suppor t  where you need i t  and f lex where you want  i t .

THE PERFECT TILT
The seat  i s  t i l ted back at  jus t  the r ight  angle so that  you ’ re upr ight 

enough to eat  d inner,  but  not  so upr ight  that  you can’ t  re lax.
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The Sumi  Chair  in  Cali fornia walnut



As des igners  and makers  of  c hairs,  we love a comfor table place to s i t  and are 
thr i l led by the beauty of  form.  After  we’ve jo ined the c hair  together wi th  f lu ted 
dowels  and mor t i se-and-tenon jo in t s,  we use hand-held tools  to scu lpt  i t  to  i t s 
f inal  shape.

SCULPTURE YOU CAN SIT ON

Before we s tar t  shaping the Wapit i  Chair,  i t  weighs  25 pounds.  By 
the t ime we’re done i t  weighs  13,  the res t  having been cut  away to 
reveal  the c hair ’s  gracefu l  form.

A cur ve that  i s  both funct ional  and beaut i fu l  i s  the 
hal lmark of  an Er ic kson Woodwork ing c hair.
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T H E  S O U T H  Y U B A  R I V E R
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H A N D  T O O L S  F R O M  T H E  S H O P
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3.  Process

What goes in to an Er ic kson Woodwork ing din ing set?  We s tar t  wi th  the wood. 
Most  of ten i t ’s  mater ia l  we’ve har vested,  mi l led and dr ied ourse lves  to a set  of 
s tandards that  we’ve spent  decades developing.  Before we cut  out  the par ts  of  a 
c hair  or  table,  we spend a few hours  arranging the i r  templates  onto the se lected 
boards to assure that  the wood’s  co lor  and pat terns  wi l l  be shown to the i r  best 
effect .  Af ter  that ,  we bui ld the pieces us ing hand-craft ing tec hn iques that  date 
back hundreds of  years .
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With t r i c ky grain ,  somet imes the on ly way to keep a table surface 
f lat  dur ing the f in i sh ing process  i s  by sanding i t  by hand.

We are not  indus t r ia l  manufacturers  or  mac h in i s t s .  None of  our  tables  or  c hairs 
i s  a c lone of  any we’ve made before.  We celebrate the var iat ion and c haracter 
that  d i s t ingu i shes  our  work ,  and we respect  the mark of  the maker in  eac h of 
our  p ieces.

MADE BY HAND
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Cal i forn ia walnut  i sn’ t  the on ly wood we use,  but  i t  i s  the one we use more 
than any other.  A l l  of  our  Cal i forn ia walnut  comes from trees sa lvaged from 
Cal i forn ia ’s  Great  Central  Val ley.  Th i s  mater ia l  i s  the most  pr ized and beaut i fu l 
of  a l l  domest ic  hardwoods.  I t  exh ib i t s  an unmatc hed range of  co lor  and grain 
that  makes eac h piece un ique.

CALIFORNIA WALNUT

Rober t  Er ic kson uses  a c hainsaw to r ip a Cal i forn ia 
walnut  log in  half. 
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ERICKSON WOODWORKING

Rober t  Er ic kson ,  L iese Greensfe lder,  Tor  Er ic kson ,  Rober t  Corns
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A TRADIT ION THAT 
SPANS GENERATIONS

Tradi t ion i s  the accumulat ion of  knowledge and exper ience over t ime.  I t  i s  the 
evolu t ion of  des ign ,  the explorat ion of  tec hn ique and the pass ing on of  th i s 
consc iousness  f rom one generat ion of  craf t speople to the next ,  f rom Rober t 
Er ic kson to h i s  son ,  Tor,  f rom Tor to Rober t  Corns .

At  Er ic kson Woodwork ing we work in  a t radi t ion that  respects  and incorporates 
the past  whi le  seeking new ways of  moving forward.

Rober t  in  1976

Rober t  Er ic kson 1976 The Rung Chair  in  Cal i forn ia black oak and 
leather 1978
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4 .  T h e  F u r n i t u r e

A se lect ion of  d in ing tables  and c hairs  f rom Er ic kson Woodwork ing.  Al l  of  these 
pieces work wel l  together,  and can be made in  an assor tment  of  woods and s izes.
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S A N D H I L L  T A B L E
Cal i forn ia walnut  and hand-forged s teel
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SUMI ARM CHAIR
Cal i forn ia walnut



WAPIT I  CHAIR
black walnut



SOUTH YUBA ARM CHAIR
qui l ted Pac i f i c  maple



SOUTH YUBA SIDE CHAIR
Cal i forn ia walnut



SANDHILL CHAIR
Cal i forn ia walnut  and hand-forged s teel



TITLE
Mater ia l

SOUTH YUBA SIDE CHAIR
Cal i forn ia walnut



T I T L E
Mater ia l

WAPIT I  TABLE

Grinnel l  Col lege black walnut

W A P I T I  TA B L E
black walnut
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T I T L E
Mater ia l

G O L D E N  TA B L E
Cali fornia walnut



TITLE
Mater ia l



T I T L E
Mater ia l

D E S  T O M B E  TA B L E
Cali fornia walnut ,  machined brass



TITLE
Mater ia l







E R I C K S O N  W O O D W O R K I N G
18977 Wepa Way

Nevada Ci ty,  Cal i forn ia 95959

(530) 292 -  3777

www.er ic ksonwoodwork ing.com


